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Fire Sprinkler Saves Evanston High-Rise Residents, Yet Again, in 2016 

 

Orland Park, IL (December 21, 2016) – Yesterday in Evanston, a single fire sprinkler extinguished a 

fire after a stovetop burner was left on and ignited nearby boxes of food in a residence at The 

Mather, a 10-story senior living facility. According to fire officials, no one was injured and over 

$150,000 in damage was prevented thanks to the quick action of the fire sprinkler. 

 

The sprinkler save marks the second time this year that fire sprinklers prevented major fires at 

residential high-rises in Evanston. In March, a single fire sprinkler extinguished a kitchen fire in an 

apartment unit of the 11-story Housing Authority of Cook County’s Perlman Apartments high-rise. 

The building recently had been retrofitted with fire sprinklers in November 2015. 

 

“Both of the buildings where the fire sprinkler saves occurred this year have senior residents that are 

at high risk in the event of fires, according to the NFPA. Also, there is the added risk due to limited 

escape routes in high-rises,” says Evanston Fire Captain John Roche. “In each case, a single fire 

sprinkler averted a potentially serious incident.” 

 

“By following national model codes that require fire sprinkler protection in high-rises, Evanston city 

officials are ensuring the safety of high-rise residents. That gives the city a huge life safety 

advantage over the city of Chicago, which unfortunately does not require all high-rises to be 

sprinklered,” says Tom Lia, executive director of the nonprofit Northern Illinois Fire Sprinkler 

Advisory Board.  

 
About the Northern Illinois Fire Sprinkler Advisory Board (NIFSAB) 
NIFSAB is a nonprofit organization dedicated to promoting progressive legislation, raising public awareness, and educating code 

officials and governmental policy makers by demonstrating the proven performance of fire sprinklers in saving both lives and 

property. For more info, visit www.firesprinklerassoc.org. 
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