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Site of Three Fires Since 2007, Chicago High-Rise Opts to  

Ban Smoking Instead of Installing Fire Sprinklers 
 
Orland Park, Ill. (February 13, 2014) — Condo owners of the 42-story high-rise at 2626 North 
Lakeview Avenue in Chicago recently instituted the city’s first full smoking ban in a high-rise 
condominium building, effective since January 31. The motive for the ban comes from the unsprinklered 
high-rise’s recent fire history: a double-fatal fire in January 2007, a fire in October 2012, and a fire 
causing injury to a resident in March 2013. Smoking materials caused at least two of the fires. 
 
Fire safety proponent Tom Lia, who is executive director of the nonprofit Northern Illinois Fire 
Sprinkler Advisory Board, sees the smoking ban as a “band-aid” and a blatant distraction from the larger 
issue and a major deficiency in the building’s infrastructure, which is the lack of fire sprinkler protection 
in the high-rise building. 
 
“I’m not against a smoking ban for health reasons, but cigarettes are not the source of the fire problem. 
By avoiding the installation of fire sprinklers, the condo owners, management and misinformed 
residents are essentially shrugging off other leading causes of potentially deadly fires, such as candles, 
heating equipment and cooking. Are they going to ban those as well?” Lia questions. “People’s activities 
inside their residences are virtually uncontrollable and not easily regulated, but fire sprinklers account 
for human error when fires do occur.” 
 
The high-rise was built in 1968 prior to the City’s fire sprinkler requirements for residential high-rises in 
1975. All pre-1975 residential high-rise buildings built without fire sprinklers are required to comply 
with the City of Chicago’s Life Safety Evaluation (LSE) program by January 1, 2015, which may or 
may not include a requirement for the installation of fire sprinklers. According to city records, the high-
rise at 2626 North Lakeview Avenue passed the city’s LSE inspection on September 12, 2013, even 
though its owners chose to forgo installation of lifesaving fire sprinklers. 
 
Lia says the recurrence of fires in the residential high-rise building and the ability for high-rises to pass 
inspection without fire sprinkler protection demonstrate the shortcomings of Chicago’s life-safety 
ordinance in comparison with national model codes that require fire sprinklers. 
 
“This smoking ban does not properly address the fire issue and sets a poor precedent for other high-
rises,” adds Lia. “Unfortunately, fires will continue to occur in this high-rise and other unprotected high-
rises throughout Chicago, proving that residents are not as fire-safe without fire sprinkler protection.” 
 
According to the Office of the Illinois State Fire Marshal, there have been 34 high-rise fires in the last 
year, resulting in four fire deaths. 
 
About the Northern Illinois Fire Sprinkler Advisory Board 
The Northern Illinois Fire Sprinkler Advisory Board (NIFSAB) is a Not-for-profit organization dedicated to promoting progressive legislation, raising public 
awareness, and educating code officials and governmental policy makers by demonstrating the proven performance of fire sprinklers in saving both lives and 
property. For more info, visit www.firesprinklerassoc.org. 
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